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“Riding the Revelation Circuit”
A Lenten Journey through Revelation 2-3
By Pastor Christopher Martin

For centuries, the penitential season of Lent has been a time not
only for Christians to dedicate themselves to reflection on the sin
that is in their lives, and their need of a Savior in Jesus Christ, but
also as a season of “catechesis”, or instruction in the Christian faith.
In my first four years with you, we’ve spent our time in our midweek
services often returning to themes from the Passion of our Lord
Jesus Christ. While there are still so many rich themes that we could
visit by doing so again this year, I've felt led by the Holy Spirit to
lean more into the catechesis end of the Lenten tradition this year,
and use our midweek Lenten services to dig into a different area of
the New Testament that will help us draw closer to our crucified and
risen Savior, Jesus.

This year, our parish will embark on a unique Lenten journey that
I’'m referring to as: “Riding the Revelation Circuit”, in which we are
going to take some time during our midweek Lenten services to look
at a series of letters Jesus had given His faithful apostle, John, to
write and send to a circuit of churches that are recorded in
Revelation 2 and 3. Each week, beginning with Ash Wednesday,
we will listen to what Jesus has to say to each church on this circuit,
as he commends them for the things they are doing well, warns
them of the pitfalls that each one needs to watch out for, and calls
for them to turn away from the sin that is holding them back from
being an effective witness of the Gospel. We also see in each of
these letters the ultimate hope each church has through faith and
proclamation in the crucified and risen Savior, Jesus. We will also
see how these letters have much to teach us, as the church of the
21% century, and how they help guide and shape our faith, our
ministry, and our witness to Christ in our world today.



(Pastor’s column, cont.)

When we arrive at Holy Week, we will shift gears and visit the
traditional themes of each of these holy days, Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and finally, the resurrection of our
Lord at Easter.

This year, each church will have its own Ash Wednesday service,
which we will have the traditional Imposition of Ashes and we will
celebrate Holy Communion. For the next five weeks, we will worship
together as a parish family, rotating the site of each service between
Hope and Glen Flora. We will once again use the liturgy of
Compline, or Prayer at the Close of the Day, and each of these
services will be proceeded by a soup supper and a hymn sing that
will begin 15 minutes before the start of each service. Here is our
schedule for the Lenten season:

March 5 - Ash Wednesday 5:00pm @ GFLC, 6:30pm @ Hope
March 12 - 6:30pm @ Hope

March 19 - 6:30pm @ GFLC

March 26 - 6:30pm @ Hope

April 2 - 6:30pm @ GLFC

April 9 - 6:30 p.m. @ Hope

April 13 - Palm Sunday 9:00am @ Hope, 10:30am @ GFLC
April 17 - Maundy Thursday, 5:00pm @ GFLC, 6:30pm @ Hope
April 18 - Good Friday 6:30 pm @ Hope, 8:00pm @ GFLC

April 20 - Easter Sunday: worship times TBA

We hope that you will join us for each of these services as we take
some time to dig into a portion of Scripture we don’t often look
through, and allow God’s Word in these two chapters of the New
Testament to lead us into a renewed devotion to our Savior, Jesus,
and to live out our call to be Christ-Centered, Mission Driven
disciples of Jesus.

Mission Statement

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, commanded
to love God and others, and committed to serve.

Vision Statement

The Hope Lutheran Church family seeks to form disciples of Jesus in our
daily relationships with Christ through weekly worship, daily prayer, and
empowering them to develop their spiritual gifts to serve God and others.



GrieféShare'

The next GriefShare grief support cycle will begin on Thursday,
March 6. GriefShare is a network of 15,000 churches worldwide
equipped to offer 13-week non-denominational, faith- based, grief
support groups to help people deal with all of the complex feelings
after the death of a loved one. The group will meet from 6-7:30 on
Thursdays from March 6 through April 10 and then on Wednesdays
from April 16 through May 28.

The lay people leading the classes have experienced grief
themselves and have gone through special training. A nice feature
of the program is that, even though it is a 13-week cycle, each
session is self-contained so people do not have to attend in
sequence. They can pick up any sessions they missed in the next
cycle. Each participant receives a free guidebook with activities that
can be completed during the week.

Each 90-minute session consists of a 10—15 minute check-in time
to discuss the previous week and/or guidebook topics, a 30 minute
DVD presentation by experts in the field of grief, and 30-40 minutes
to discuss the DVD topics.

If you, or someone you know, would like to register for the program,
please call the Hope Lutheran Church office at 715-532-7739. The
secretary will take down your contact information so a GriefShare
leader can call you back. You can also register online at
griefshare.org, just click on “Find a group” and enter the 54848 zip
code.

Livestreaming

Our Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed on the
Hope Lutheran Church YouTube channel each Sunday and posted
to the church’s Facebook page. If you would like to sponsor a
worship service in honor or memory of a loved one, there is a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. The suggested
donation is $50/service. Proceeds from the livestream
sponsorships are used to keep the technology needed for this
ministry up-to-date.



Hope Lutheran Church Women

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their annual Lenten
Breakfast & Communion Service on Thursday, March 20 at 9:30am.
Hostesses are Josi Hamilton and Lois MacArthur. All women of
Hope are welcome.

Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, March 18
beginning at 9:30am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can
stay for the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are
also available to be sewn at home. If you have questions, please
contact Karen Skeels (715-452-5444).

Health Kits: During the month of March, the HLCW will be
collecting items for NALC Disaster Response health kits. Items
needed are bath towels, wash cloths, shampoo, toothpaste, combs,
deodorant, and 2-gallon size Ziploc bags. Iltems can be placed in
the bins in the narthex. If you have questions about this project,
please contact Kathy Peterson (715-492-6100).

World Day of Prayer
‘I Made You Wonderful”

The 2025 Rusk County World Day of Prayer observance will take
place on Friday, March 7 at 1:00pm at Faith United Methodist
Church. The theme for this year’s event is “I| Made You Wonderful”
based on based on Psalm 139:1-18. The 2025 program invites us
into the knowledge that each one of us was made with care and
love by God. The program is written by the World Day of Prayer
Committee of the Cook Islands.

Book Discussion

The book group will meet on Sunday, March 16 at 10:30am in the
Fireside Room. The book for March is The 100 Years of Lennie &
Margot by Marianne Cronin.




Lenten Soup
Suppers

Lenten soup suppers will be served from 5:00-6:00pm each
Wednesday during Lent beginning on March 12. Soup suppers will
be held at Glen Flora Lutheran Church on March 19 and April 2.
The HLCW will host the meal on March 12 and the Church Council
will host on April 9. We are in need of volunteers to provide soup,
serve, and clean up on Wednesday, March 26. If you can help out
that day, please contact Kathy Peterson (715-492-6100).

Hope Lutheran Food Pantry

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays from 1:00-3:00pm and
Fridays from 9:30-11:30am.

Much of the food that is distributed through the food pantry comes
from the Feed My People Food Bank. Volunteers are needed on
Mondays, March 3 & 18 at 9:15am to help unload this delivery and
stock food pantry shelves.

Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the
church during office hours or on Sunday morning. Monetary
donations to help purchase food through Feed My People and other
sources can be placed in the offering box, dropped off in the church
office, or mailed to the church office (PO Box 184, Ladysmith). All
donations should be clearly marked “Food Pantry”.

MANNA Meal
(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All)

The March MANNA Meal will take place on Thursday, March 27
with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a free meal providing both
food and fellowship to those in need of either. This month’s meal
will be prepared and served by members of the HLCW.



A Letter from the Council President

We hear a lot about Matthew 18: 15-17 lately. | believe that ALL
Christians are to follow this procedure. | know that | struggle with
going to someone that | have offended or that has offended me.
Matthew 5:23-24, talks about being reconciled to your brother
before you come before Him.

A commentary in the New Living Bible puts it this way. “We ought
carefully to preserve Christian love and peace with our brethren;
and at anytime there is a quarrel, we should confess our fault,
humble ourselves to our brother, making or offering satisfaction for
wrong done in word or deed; and we should do this quickly;
because, till this is done, we are unfit for communion with God in
Holy ordinances.”

We understand that brother means any person.

With all that we are going through now, we have to make this a
priority. We don’t have to agree with everyone. Just because we
disagree doesn’'t mean we can’t get along. We don’t always agree
in our own families, but we get along. Each believer is a child of
God. We need to remember this. You know how you feel when
someone miss treats us or one of our family members. | don'’t think
God feels much different. | challenge you to be the one to take the
first step toward reconciliation.

| am going to give you another challenge.

It is to commit one hour a month to meet with other members for
bible study. Before you shut the door on this. Hear me out. The
group can be the same ones your with, just dedicate one hour for
studying and sharing what God has done or is doing. An example
would be those who meet for the meal of the month, they could
meet before or after the meal.

The groups choose the time and where they meet. It can be a home,
church or what works for the group.

Groups can be from a few to six or eight or so, try not to get too big.
Groups choose what parts of the bible to study, there is a lot of
material available if needed.



(Council president’s letter, cont.)

Refreshments are not necessary
Commit to doing the study before socializing
Set the next meeting date before the study begins.

WHAT IS SHARED WITH THE GROUP OF A PERSONIAL
NATURE. STAYS IN THE GROUP UNLESS PERISSION IS
GIVEN OTHERWISE.

If you can not find a group, a signup sheet will be available, sign up
and a group can be arranged.

WE all need to be praying about all of this and that He will give us
love and reconciliation with each other.

May Gods peace be with all of us.

Jerry McEathron, President

NALC Lenten & Easter Devotional

The NALC has a Lenten & Easter devotional entitled “Unfolding
Victory”. The devotional can be found on the NALC website at
https://thenalc.org/lenten-easter-devotional-2025/. You can also
receive a daily email by texting “ReadingTheWord” to 24251. Video
recordings of the devotions will also be posted to the NALC
Facebook page.

As we journey with Jesus to the cross, we will witness the decisive
battle against the powers of darkness and the ultimate triumph
revealed in the resurrection. This victory is not just Christ’s alone
but also ours, as we share in His defeat of death and the promise
of the resurrection of our own bodies.

This year’s devotional was written by 34 NALC clergy and staff for
each day from Ash Wednesday through the second Sunday of
Easter. The readings are based upon the daily lectionary provided
in the NALC “Devoted To Prayer” daily prayer and reading guide,
which is also an adapted version of the daily lectionary in the
Lutheran Book of Worship.


https://thenalc.org/lenten-easter-devotional-2025/
https://thenalc.org/worship-resources/devoted-to-prayer-introduction/

Summary of February 18 Council Meeting

Pastor’s Report: Held five meetings in his office. Conducted the
chapel service at Ladysmith Care & Rehab on February 12
(currently scheduled for six services this year). Attended the NALC
Pastors Conference.

Treasurer’s Report: January expenses totaled $21,967.81 and
January offering totaled $13,070.00 for a net loss of $6,052.56.

Signature Cards: Signature cards at Security Financial bank need
to be updated. Signers will be the Executive Committee (Brad
Billing, Brian Buchholz, Chris Holtebeck, Jer McEathron) and Kathy
Peterson.

VBS Checking: The Council authorized the Treasurer to take the
necessary steps to close the VBS checking account. The account
has not been used in the last year. The money in the account will
be moved to the General Operating savings account and
designated for VBS.

Office Computer: The office computer needs to be updated due to
the age of the system. Council approved purchase.

Council Structure: Whereas the proposed council structure did not
pass ratification and former committees no longer exist, the council
proposed that five committees be reinstated: Congregational Care
& Outreach, Property, Parish Education, Worship & Music, and
Youth Ministry. The duties of the other three committees that were
eliminated will be handled by the Council and/or volunteers. The
committees will need to be reinstated in the bylaws by
congregational vote at a special congregational meeting.

Time for Members to Speak: Council voted that church members
can request an opportunity to speak to the Council before the start
of each Council meeting. Time will be limited to 10 minutes.

Electronic Meeting Attendance: Members of the Council can
attend meetings virtually and will be part of the discussions but will
not have a vote.

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, March 18 at 6:30pm.
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Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office no later
than noon on Wednesday. Items for the April newsletter are due in
the church office by March 18.

The preferred method of submission is via emalil
(hicladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file. Items may also be left
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.

Change of Address and/or Phone Number?

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify
the church office of these changes. Also, in an effort to improve
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added
to the list; please email the church office at
hicladysmith@gmail.com.

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Rev. Christopher Martin
Church Secretary Bonnie Billings
Custodian Rosemary Warwick
Organists Lisa Borman

Karen Tappon

Terry Wedwick

Hope Lutheran Church
320 First St. S.
P.O. Box 184
Ladysmith, WI 54848
Church Phone: 715-532-7739
E-Mail Address: hicladysmith@gmail.com
Website: hicladysmith.org
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Worship Assistants

Kathy Ducommun, Jer & Pat McEathron
Bonnie Billings
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