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Rally Day
By Bonnie Billings

For those of us over a certain age, remembrances of Rally Day
conjure up images of Sunday School children playing throughout
the church and grounds, music, laughter, Kool-Aid and snacks. It's
easy to think of those days as the golden age of Hope Lutheran and
be sad that our congregation is much smaller with fewer children.
But God continues to call us to be the church no matter our age or
how many children are members of Hope.

Rally Day may no longer be the kick-off for Sunday School but we
continue to celebrate Rally Day as the kick-off for all of our fall
programming, as many of our programs resume after a break for
the summer. And since we are ALL children of God, we invite you
to join with us as we celebrate the ministry of Hope Lutheran
Church. Come and share in the worship, music, laughter,
fellowship, and snacks!

Rally Day this year will be held on Sunday, September 14.
Weather permitting, we’ll be having an outdoor worship service.
Following the worship service there will be games on the lawn. We'll
also be roasting hotdogs and making s’mores. Members are asked
to bring a chair, if possible (some will be available) and a dish to
share, if you’re able. And if weather doesn’t permit us to do these
things outside, we’ll still be celebrating, just doing so inside!

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.” ~ Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV)



1;_: Hope Lutheran Church Women

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on
Thursday, September 18 at 9:30am. Hostesses are Noreen Kurth
and Josi Hamilton.

Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, September 16
at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can stay for the
whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are also
available to be sewn at home. If you have questions, please contact
Karen Skeels (715-452-5444).

Health Kits: The Hope Lutheran Church Women (HLCW) continue
to collect items for NALC Disaster Response health kits. Items
needed are bath towels, wash cloths, shampoo, toothpaste, combs,
deodorant, and 2-gallon size Ziploc bags. Items can be dropped off
at the church during office hours or placed in the bins in the narthex.

Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities

Book Discussion: The book group will meet on Sunday,
September 21 to discuss One Last Stand by Susan Mae Warren.
The book group meets at 10:30am in the Fireside Room.

Meal of the Month: The Meal of the Month is an opportunity for
members of Hope to enjoy a meal and time of fellowship while
supporting a local business. The September Meal of the Month will
take place on Thursday, September 11 at 11:30am at Grandpa’s
Pizza. If you have questions or wish to carpool, please contact
Kathy Ducommun.

Walk for Life

Choices Health Network (formerly CareNet) will be holding their
Walk for Life fundraiser on Saturday, September 20 at Memorial
Park. We are looking for members to a part of Hope’s walk team
and for donations. If you would like to participate or make a
donation, please contact Rosemary Johnson.



GrieféShare@

GriefShare is a 13-week non-denominational, faith-based, grief
support groups to help people deal with all the complex feelings
after the death of a loved one. The lay people leading the classes
have experienced grief themselves and have gone through special
training.

Each 90-minute session consists of a 10—15 minute check-in time,
a 30-40 minute DVD presentation by experts in the field of grief, and
25-30 minutes to discuss the DVD topics.

The next cycle of GriefShare will begin on Wednesday, September
3. GriefShare meets on Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 at Hope
Lutheran Church. If you, or someone you know, would like to
register for the program, please call the Hope Lutheran Church
office at 715-532-7739 and leave your contact information. A
GriefShare leader will call you back. You can also register online at
griefshare.org.

Questions? Contact Aileen Tauchen.

Confirmation Classes

Confirmation is an educational ministry of Hope Lutheran Church,
designed to help students understand and affirm the Christian faith,
and participate more fully in the life and mission of the church.

Confirmation classes for 9™ grade students who will be completing
confirmation instruction and affirming the faith of their baptism this
fall will begin on Wednesday, September 3 at 7:30pm. Jana
Nyhagen will be teaching these classes. If you have questions,
please contact her or the church office.

Confirmation classes for students in 71" & 8" grade will begin on
Wednesday, September 24 at 6:00pm. Pastor Hailey Halmstad will
be teaching this class. If you have a student who would like to
participate and have not been contacted, please contact the church
office.



Hope Lutheran Food Pantry

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays from 1:00-3:00pm and
Fridays from 9:30-11:30am. The Pantry will be closed on Monday,
September 1 in observance of the Labor Day holiday but will be
open on Tuesday, September 2 from 1:00-3:00pm.

Much of the food that is distributed through the food pantry comes
from the Feed My People Food Bank. Volunteers are needed on
Tuesday, September 2 and Monday, September 15 at 9:15am to
help unload this delivery and stock food pantry shelves.

Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the
church during office hours or on Sunday morning. Monetary
donations to help purchase food through Feed My People and other
sources can be placed in the offering box, dropped off in the church
office, or mailed to the church office (PO Box 184, Ladysmith). All
donations should be clearly marked “Food Pantry”.

MANNA Meal

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All)

The September MANNA Meal will take place on Thursday,
September 25 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a free meal
providing both food and fellowship to those in need of either. This
month’s meal is sponsored by the Congregation Church — UCC.

Mission Statement

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples,
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve.

Vision Statement

The Hope Lutheran Church family seeks to form disciples of
Jesus in our daily relationships with Christ through weekly
worship, daily prayer, and empowering them to develop their
spiritual gifts to serve God and others.




From Your Council President, Jer McEathron

| shared this scripture and commentary from Biblestudytool.com
with our Church Council at our last meeting and thought it was a
good message for all of us.

Colossians 3: 12-17 (NLT):

12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must
clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. '* Make allowance for each other’s faults,
and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave
you, so you must forgive others. ' Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. '® And let the
peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members
of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.
16 et the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives.
Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.
7 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.

Commentary:

We must not only do no hurt to any, but do what good we can to all.
Those who are the elect of God, holy and beloved, ought to be lowly
and compassionate towards all. While in this world, where there is
so much corruption in our hearts, quarrels will sometimes arise. But
it is our duty to forgive one another, imitating the forgiveness
through which we are saved. Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts; it is of his working in all who are his. Thanksgiving to God,
helps to make us agreeable to all men. The gospel is the word of
Christ. Many have the word, but it dwells in them poorly; it has no
power over them. The soul prospers, when we are full of the
Scriptures and of the grace of Christ. But when we sing psalms, we
must be affected with what we sing. Whatever we are employed
about, let us do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in
believing dependence on him. Those who do all in Christ's name,
will never want matter of thanksgiving to God, even the Father.

Biblestudytools.com.


https://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/colossians/3-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/colossians/3-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/colossians/3-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/colossians/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nlt/colossians/3-17.html

Wednesday School

Wednesday School will resume on Wednesday, September 17 from
3:00-4:30pm. Wednesday school is for children PK thru 6" grade.
All children are welcome! Children can ride the bus from LES and
will learn Bible stories, sing songs, play games, and have a snack.

Registration forms can be found on the church website
(hlcladysmith.org/education) or by contacting the church office. If
you have questions about Wednesday School, please contact
Laura Johnson.
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Moses misunderstands his doctor’s orders.




SUMMARY OF JULY 15 COUNCIL MEETING

Guest: Kimberly Fitgerald, director of the Lighthouse Shelters,
spoke to the Council about what Lighthouse does and their current
needs. Council voted to make a $1,000 donation from our monthly
benevolence funds to Lighthouse and invited Ms. Fitzgerald to give
a temple talk.

Confirmation: Pasto Hailey Halmstad has agreed to teach 7™
Grade Confirmation every other Wednesday beginning September
24. Council voted to compensate Pastor Halmstad
$150/Wednesday.

Parsonage: The parsonage is ready for use by visiting pastors after
a thorough cleaning. We thank Rose & Al Warwick for their hard
work. A mattress still needs to be procured and a plumbing issue is
being addressed. Items have been donated for use in the home.

Congregational Care & Outreach: Communion to homebound
members continues. A tv has been placed in the multipurpose room
for providing alternate viewing of the worship service.

Parish Education: VBS continues to be the focus.

Property: Parsonage cleanup and repairs have been completed.
Caulking was done on the north side of the church building due to
water getting in by the Fireside Room stairs. Working on replacing
the Hope Lutheran sign on Highway 27 south of town.

Worship and Music: Volunteers are needed for all aspects of the
worship service including communion setup, sound system,
managing the screen, livestreaming, worship assistants, special
music, banners, altar linens, etc.

Youth Ministry: Julie Vollendorf has organized Adventure Camp.
An event is planned at Lemke Oil on August 13. Contact with other
church youth leaders will continue in order to coordinate activities.

Copies of the full monthly Council minutes
are available in a binder in the narthex.
They may also be obtained by contacting the church office.



SUMMARY OF AUGUST 19 COUNCIL MEETING

Guest: Rosemary Johnson provided an update on the NALC
Convocation that she attended as Hope’s voting delegate. She was
very encouraged that the NALC is paying attention to the needs of
smaller congregation. She mentioned the many resources available
to church. Rosemary returned from the Convocation with an
abundance of information.

Call Committee: Committee has been working on the
congregational profile. Council asked questions and provided input.
The profiles from Hope and Glen Flora Lutheran Churches will be
sent to Pastor Reiff.

Pay Increase: Due to added work load and increased
responsibilities, Bonnie Billings requested a pay increase as was
done during our last pastoral vacancy. Dave Borman mad the
motion to provide a monthly bonus of $300; Laura Johnson
seconded the motion. Motion carried. Brad Billings abstained.

Congregational Care & Outreach: The list of members 80 and
older was updated and birthday cards are being sent out. Home
communion continues.

Parish Education: VBS has 20 children enrolled. The camping trip
was successful. Wednesday School starts September 17 with a
picnic at Memorial Park. First Communion and Bible Sunday will be
September 21.

Property: The leak over the balcony is being monitored.
Worship & Music: An outdoor worship service is being planned for
September 14. Volunteers are still needed to help with worship,

especially with livestreaming and projection.

January thru July 2025 Giving & Expenses

Total Offerings Received $112,325.65
Total Expenses $125,282.09
Difference ($ 12,956.44)

04/30/25 Checking Balance $20,147.36
Average Sunday Attendance 48



September Worship Assistants

7 Ushers Brian & Jackie Buchholz
Lector Irene Titera
Acolyte Blake Nyhagen

14 Ushers Aileen Tauchen, Kathy Ducommun
Lector Bonnie Billings
Comm Asst Dave Borman
Acolyte Addison Hulle

21 Ushers Jer & Pat McEathron
Lector Irene Titera
Comm Asst  Jer McEathron
Acolyte Violet Craker

28 Ushers Irene Titera, Vinnie Jacobs
Lector Vinnie Jacobs
Acolyte Nolan Kammerud

*** Volunteers Needed * * *

The Worship & Music Committee is seeking volunteers to serve as
lectors, ushers, Communion assistants, to work the projection and
livestreaming on Sunday morning, and to prepare the slides for
projection. Training can be provided if you wish to help but have
never done it before.

If you are willing and able to help, please contact Dave Borman
(715-415-1133 or dave.borman@hotmail.com) or Lisa Borman
(715-415-1806 or Idborman@yahoo.com).

Prayer Concerns

If you have asked to have someone listed on the prayer concern in
the Sunday bulletin, please call the church office with periodic
updates so that we can keep the list current. If no updates are
received, the name will remain on the list for four weeks and then
will be removed.



Upci-min
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Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office no later
than noon on Wednesday. Items for the October newsletter are due
in the church office by September 16.

The preferred method of submission is via email
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file. ltems may also be left
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.

Change of Address and/or Phone Number?

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify
the church office of these changes. Also, in an effort to improve
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added
to the list, please email the church office at
hicladysmith@gmail.com.

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Church Secretary Bonnie Billings
Custodian Rosemary Warwick
Organists Lisa Borman
Karen Tappon
Terry Wedwick

Hope Lutheran Church
320 First St. S.
P.O. Box 184
Ladysmith, WI 54848
Church Phone: 715-532-7739
E-Mail Address: hicladysmith@gmail.com
Website: hicladysmith.org
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