
Tidings of Hope 
July/August 2025 

 

 
 

Hope Lutheran Church 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin 



 

 

Tidings of Hope 
Information & Inspiration 

July/August 2025 
 

 

Congregational Workshop 
 
Everyone is encouraged to attend the Congregational Workshop 
that will be held on Saturday, July 12 beginning at 8:30am here at 
Hope Lutheran. The workshop will be held jointly with Glen Flora 
Lutheran and is estimated to last four to six hours. Pastor Tom Reiff, 
our Mission District Dean, will be facilitating the workshop.  
 
The Workshop is a vital part of the call process as it provides an 
opportunity for members of both congregations to share their 
thoughts as we move forward toward the calling of a new pastor.  
 
Members of Hope should have received a letter and survey from 
the Call Committee. Additional copies are available in the narthex 
or by contacting the church office, if you did not. The purpose of the 
survey is to give everyone an opportunity, prior to coming to the 
workshop, to give some thought to matters that will be discussed at 
the workshop. We ask that as you read through the survey, give 
prayerful consideration to each of the questions, and then come on 
July 12 to share your thoughts. If you are unable to attend the 
workshop but would still like to have input, you may return the 
survey to the Call Committee mailbox prior to July 12.  
 
Coffee, treats, and lunch will be provided. If you plan to attend, 
please sign up in the narthex so that we know how much food to 
prepare. 
 
Call Committee members are: Lisa Borman (chair), Martha 
Johnson (secretary), Jack Pederson (chaplain), Kim Davis, Bob 
Gasior, Brian Johnson, Jeff Lybert, Dick Metzger, Cora Schultz, 
Don Soyring, Lucy Taylor, Terry Wedwick. 
 



Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 
 
Book Discussion: The book group will meet on Sunday, July 20 to 
discuss One Last Chance by Susan Mae Warren and on August 17 
to discuss One Last Promise by Susan Mae Warren. The book 
group meets at 10:30am in the Fireside Room. 
 
Bible Study: A study of the weekly scripture texts meets most 
Sundays at 10:30am in the Fireside Room. If you would like to have 
the materials emailed to you ahead of the study, please contact the 
church office. 
 
Meal of the Month: The Meal of the Month is an opportunity for 
members of Hope to enjoy a meal and time of fellowship while 
supporting a local business. The July Meal of the Month will take 
place on Thursday, July 10 at 11:30am at the Loony Bin Bar & Grill 
W8380 County Rd D, Conrath). The August meal will take place at 
Ted’s Timber Lodge (26064 Co Hwy M, Holcombe) on Thursday, 
August 14. If you have questions or wish to carpool, please contact 
Kathy Ducommun.  
 

 

 
 

C H R I ST I AN  M U S I C  F EST I VAL  
 
Youth in grades 6-12 will be attending OneFest Christian music 
festival in Cadott on Saturday, August 2. We are partnering with 
other area churches and hope to bring along a crowd. Youth 
Ministry will be picking up the expense for youth from Hope.  
 
The lineup includes Tauren Wells, Big Daddy Weave, Katy Nichole, 
Eli Gable, Joseph Habedank, Rachel DeLong, Howard Gripp, and 
Harrison Hackett.  
 
If you would like to participate in this event, please contact Eric 
Hillan (715-403-0198 or ruskrose96@gmail.com).  
 

mailto:ruskrose96@gmail.com


Hope Lutheran Church Women 

 
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, July 17 at 10:00am. The Summer Potluck Salad 
Luncheon will be held that day at 12:00noon. The August meeting 
will be held on Thursday, August 21 at 9:30am. All women of Hope 
are welcome!  
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesdays, July 15 and 
August 19 beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If 
you can stay for the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt 
squares are also available to be sewn at home. If you have 
questions, please contact Karen Skeels (715-452-5444). 
 
Health Kits: The Hope Lutheran Church Women (HLCW) continue 
to collect items for NALC Disaster Response health kits. Items 
needed are bath towels, wash cloths, shampoo, toothpaste, combs, 
deodorant, and 2-gallon size Ziploc bags. Items can be dropped off 
at the church during office hours or placed in the bins in the narthex.  

 
Adult VBS 

 
You are invited to join Bethel & Bethany Lutheran Churches of 
Hawkins & Catawba in their 2nd Annual Adult Vacation Bible School. 
This event will take place August 18-21. Two sessions will be 
offered. The first will be at Bethel Lutheran in Hawkins from 12:00-
2:00pm and the second at Bethany Lutheran in Catawba from 6:00-
8:00pm.  
 
Participants will engage in unity with one another as they return to 
the foundation of our faith and will travel through the scripture from 
the manger to the cross. Each session will have a Bible lesson, 
songs, crafts, and refreshments.  
 
There is no charge to attend but pre-registration by July 11 is 
requested. You can register by calling or texting Pastor Hailey 
Halmstad at 715-567-0561 or by emailing the church at 
Bethany_betherl@yahoo.com. Please indicate which session you 
will be attending.  

mailto:Bethany_betherl@yahoo.com


 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

New Friends • Amazing Experiments • Creative Games 

Super-Fun Snacks • Surprising Adventures  

• Incredible Music • 
 

WHERE: Hope Lutheran Church 
   320 1st Street S 
  Ladysmith, WI 

 
WHEN: Monday thru Wednesday, July 21-23 

from 4:30-7:30pm each day 
 

WHO: VBS is for children entering PK-5th grades  
during the 2025-26 school year.  

 
REGISTRATION: 

Registration forms can be found on the church website at 
hlcladysmith.org and clicking on the “education” tab  

or by contacting the church office.  

 
For more information, please contact the church office  

at 715-532-7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
 



Hope Lutheran Food Pantry 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays from 1:00-3:00pm and 
Fridays from 9:30-11:30am. The Pantry will be closed on Friday, 
July 4.  
 
Much of the food that is distributed through the food pantry comes 
from the Feed My People Food Bank. Volunteers are needed on 
Mondays, July 7 & 21 and August 4 & 18 at 9:15am to help unload 
this delivery and stock food pantry shelves.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday morning. Monetary 
donations to help purchase food through Feed My People and other 
sources can be placed in the offering box, dropped off in the church 
office, or mailed to the church office (PO Box 184, Ladysmith). All 
donations should be clearly marked “Food Pantry”. 

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 

 
The MANNA Meal is a free meal providing food and fellowship to 
those in need of either. Upcoming dates are July 31 (sponsored by 
St. Francis on the Flambeau) and August 28 (sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus) with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. Everyone is 
welcome!  

 
 

Mission Statement  
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 
Vision Statement 

 
The Hope Lutheran Church family seeks to form disciples of  
Jesus in our daily relationships with Christ through weekly 

worship, daily prayer, and empowering them to develop their 
spiritual gifts to serve God and others.  

 



* * * Volunteers Needed * * * 
 

The Worship & Music Committee is seeking volunteers to serve as 
lectors, ushers, Communion assistants, to work the projection and 
livestreaming on Sunday morning, and to prepare the slides for 
projection. Training can be provided if you wish to help but have 
never done it before.  
 
If you are willing and able to help, please contact Dave Borman 
(715-415-1133 or dave.borman@hotmail.com) or Lisa Borman 
(715-415-1806 or ldborman@yahoo.com).  

 
Fellowship Time 

 
A new pre-worship fellowship time has been added to Sunday 
mornings. Coffee and refreshments will be available in the 
multipurpose room from 8:30am until the start of the worship 
service. The fellowship time after the worship service will continue 
in the fellowship hall.  

 
Livestreaming 

 
Our Sunday morning worship services are livestreamed on the 
Hope Lutheran Church YouTube channel each Sunday and posted 
to the church’s Facebook page. If you would like to sponsor a 
worship service in honor or memory of a loved one, there is a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. The suggested 
donation is $50/service. Proceeds from the livestream 
sponsorships are used to keep the technology needed for this 
ministry up-to-date. 

 
Prayer Concerns 

 
If you have asked to have someone listed in the prayer concerns in 
the Sunday bulletin, please contact the church office with periodic 
updates so that we can keep the list current. Names will be removed 
from the list after four weeks unless an update is provided. Prayer 
requests and updates can be submitted by calling or emailing the 
church office.  



July Worship Assistants 
 

6 Ushers   Jer & Pat McEathron 
 Lector   Bonnie Billings 
 Acolyte  Addison Hulle 
 

13 Ushers   Jeff & Rosemary Johnson 
 Lector   Rosemary Johnson 
 Comm Asst Vinnie Jacobs 
 Acolyte  Violet Craker 
 

20 Ushers   Jeff & Rosemary Johnson 
 Lector   Bonnie Billings 
 Comm Asst Rosemary Johnson 
 Acolyte  Nolan Kammerud 
 

27 Ushers   Irene Titera 
 Lector   Jana Nyhagen 
 Acolyte  Blake Nyhagen 

 
August Worship Assistants 

 

3 Ushers   Don & Judy Soyring 
 Lector   Irene Titera 
 Acolyte  Violet Craker 
 

10 Ushers   Vinnie Jacobs, Aileen Tauchen 
 Lector   Jana Nyhagen 
 Comm Asst Vinnie Jacobs 
 Acolyte  Blake Nyhagen 
 

17 Ushers   Don & Judy Soyring 
 Lector   Bonnie Billings 
 Acolyte  Addison Hulle 
 

24 Ushers   Don & Judy Soyring 
 Lector   Bonnie Billings 
 Acolyte  Nolan Kammerud 
 

31 Ushers   Jer & Pat McEathron 
 Lector   Irene Titera 
 Comm Asst Jer McEathron 
 Acolyte  Violet Craker 



SUMMARY OF JUNE 17 COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Call Committee Update: District Dean, Pastor Tom Reiff will be 
leading a Congregational Workshop on Saturday, July 12.  
 

Continuing Resolutions: Council voted to approve the continuing 
resolutions regarding committee membership and time 
commitment.   
 

Parsonage: The parsonage is ready for use by visiting pastors after 
a thorough cleaning. We thank Rose & Al Warwick for their hard 
work. A mattress still needs to be procured and a plumbing issue is 
being addressed. Items have been donated for use in the home.  
 

Congregational Care & Outreach: Communion to homebound 
members continues. Cora purchased a coffee pot for the 
multipurpose room to provide coffee before church. 
 

Parish Education: VBS is their current focus. Any pictures taken 
at VBS should be sent to the office for a slide show.  
 

Property: They are seeking someone for future sidewalk/stair snow 
removal. Future issues to address are sealing the parking lot and 
shingles on the parsonage.  
 

Worship and Music: Volunteers are needed for all aspects of the 
worship service including communion setup, sound system, 
managing the screen, livestreaming, worship assistants, special 
music, banners, altar linens, etc.   
 

Youth Ministry: Recent events were Graduate Recognition 
Sunday and a farm tour. The youth bulletin board will be updated. 
Pastor Hailey Halmstead, pastor at Bethel and Bethany Lutheran 
Churches, agreed to teach confirmation classes in the fall. They are 
looking at partnering with other congregations for potential 
activities.   
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 15 at 6:30pm.  
 

January thru May 2025 Giving & Expenses 
 

Total Offerings Received   $  78,572.20 
Total Expenses     $105,240.63 
Difference           ($ 26,668.43) 
04/30/25 Checking Balance  $   6,156.10 
Average Sunday Attendance      51 



 
 
Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office no later 
than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the September newsletter are 
due in the church office by August 19. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please email the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor         
 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Terry Wedwick 
          

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S. 
P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 
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