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Building the Church

Pastor Christopher Martin

(Jesus said) “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18b)

Some of you perhaps have seen on social media the trend where
people like to “recreate” old photographs from the past. This last
week while my family and | were back in lowa visiting my extended
family, while we were at my brother’s house, my mother wanted me
to have Bradon, and my nephew, Michael, take a picture seated
next to each other on the stairs of my brother's home. Mom had
taken a photo of them, seated next to each other on those same
stairs, at a birthday party when the boys were 6, and now that
they’'re 14, she wanted another one. When you look at the two
photos side by side, while you can tell it was Bradon and Michael in
both photos, you could also see how much both boys have grown
and changed.

That’s the way our world works, isn’t it? Things don’t ever stay the
same in our world and change is a constant. And that is extremely
hard to accept. | am going to state something that by now is rather
obvious to anyone who has spent any amount of time at Hope
Lutheran Church in the last few years: there has been a LOT of
change that has taken place in the life of this church. Attendance
numbers are not where they were 20 years ago. Your staffing model
is much leaner than it used to be. We've witnessed a lot of change
in our community as businesses, buildings, and people have come
and gone. Many longtime members of Hope who were so faithful in
their commitment to our church either have left the community, or
are now with our Savior in paradise. Then, there’s the reality that
we live in an increasingly secular society that does not view the
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Christian faith as having relevance in our world today, and thus,
many people who were marginally interested in church life in the
past, are now part of an ever-growing segment of the religious
population called the “nones”, meaning they claim no religious
affiliation whatsoever.

All of these things add up to this reality. If you were to take a
“photograph” of the Hope Lutheran Church from 20 years ago, and
compare it to the Hope Lutheran Church of today, they would be
much like the photos of Bradon and Michael, they would be of Hope
Lutheran Church, but they would look much different from one
another, and just as there is no going back to a time when those
boys were younger in the older photo, there is no going back in time
to recreate that photo of the Hope Lutheran Church of yesterday
now, or in the future. And that is a hard reality for many of us to
accept. And that perhaps is part of what is driving a lot of the cloud
of despair, uncertainty, and yes, I'll even say, anger, that is going
on in the life of our church today.

In a moment of recent despair, the Holy Spirit drew me to an article
about change, written by a pastor friend of mine a few years ago,
addressing the changes that were taking place in the congregation
he was serving at the time. In the midst of all the reasons for
despair, he mentioned the verse from Matthew 16 that | quoted at
the beginning of the article. There are two key phrases/words that |
want to draw your attention to as it pertains to our past, present,
and future here at Hope Lutheran and those two photos of Hope
that | illustrated for you.

First, did you notice that when Jesus talks about building the
church, who is the One doing the building? Was it the disciples?
No. It was Jesus. “I will build MY church” (emphasis mine). Jesus is
the one who, through the confession that He is the Christ, the Son
of the living God, our Savior from sin, death, and the power of
Satan, that builds the church. This is reflected in the Great
Commission when Jesus tells His disciples to go and make
disciples, followers of His, by baptizing and teaching them
everything in His Word, both the parts that we love, as well as the
ones that make us uncomfortable or stretch us out of our comfort
zones. Thus, building the church isn’t something that we do on our
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own, or is based in our personal preferences. It starts, continues,
and ends in Jesus, the Word Made Flesh. His Word and the Holy
Spirit at work through that Word is what and who builds the church,
no one and nothing else will.

The second key word in our reading as it pertains to this is the
phrase “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Did you
notice that Jesus is very intentional in saying to His disciples, and
to you and me, that when we spend our time confessing Christ,
lifting Him, and His Word, up for the world to see, instead of our own
ideas, desires, etc., what will happen? Nothing can stand in the
way! Not even Satan himself!

What does this mean for us here at Hope as we move forward?
First, let's be honest with ourselves, the community in which we live,
and the church in which we are a part of, are not the same as they
used to be. And yes, we do need to grieve that for a season. But,
we also have to remember, if we believe it’s up to ourselves to build
a church from the golden age of the past (whatever place of
historical reference that might be), we’re going to fail.

Because who builds the church? It is Jesus. The Church belongs to
Him. Not me as the Pastor. Not to your Council, any one individual,
group of people, or even a denominational body. The Church, the
body of Christ, belongs to Jesus, because He bought it with His own
precious blood shed for us on His cross. He calls us to forgive
others, as we have been forgiven, love others, as He has loved us,
and to live in His Word, and His grace, firmly rooted in His life-giving
Word, so that we might be the people He has commissioned us to
be.

As we go into the fall and winter seasons, let’s not forget these
important words from our Lord, Jesus and keep these close to our
hearts, and let our conversations about the past, present, and future
of Hope Lutheran Church reflect these words, remembering that at
the end of the day, my faith is not about who | am, it's defined by
whose | am: | belong to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and may
each one of us seek to be in His Word, and follow in His ways,
today, tomorrow, and forever, wherever that may lead.



% Duty & Delight

Our stewardship drive this year has been entitled, “Duty & Delight”.
Members have been hearing each week about how Christian
stewardship is both duty AND delight. Several members have been
attending the Duty & Delight Bible study led by Pastor Martin. A
team has been praying for our stewardship drive and the
congregation. You are encouraged to take a few minutes each day
to pray for our church and for each other and to ask God to guide
you in the way of generosity. Our Commitment Sunday will be
Sunday, November 10.

Informational Meeting

During the month of October, voting members of Hope received a
letter and a document with proposed amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws of Hope Lutheran Church and a call for a
Special Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, December
8, 2024. In an effort to help answer questions regarding these
proposed amendments and how they would affect Hope Lutheran
Church moving forward, the Council is hosting an information
session on Sunday, November 17 following the 9:00am worship
service. This is NOT a formal, special congregational meeting; thus
you will not be voting on anything and the discussion at this
particular session will be limited to the Constitution and Bylaw
proposals only. If you have questions, please contact the Church
Office.

Collection of Personal Care Items

The Service & Fellowship Committee will be collecting personal
care items to help ease the financial burden of local families in need
during this holiday season. Items needed are soap, deodorant,
shampoo/conditioner, lotions, feminine products, laundry soap,
toothbrush/toothpaste and other similar items. Iltems can be placed
in the totes in the narthex and the multipurpose room through
December 1. These will be distributed during food pantry hours in
December. Monetary donations to purchase items will also be
accepted (checks should be made payable to Hope Lutheran
Church with “care items” in the memo line).



Hope Lutheran Church Women

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on
Thursday, November 21 at 9:30am. Hostesses are Kathy Peterson
and Josi Hamilton. All women of Hope are welcome!

Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, November 19
beginning at 9:00am. Please note this is one week earlier than
usual. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can stay for the whole
day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are also available to
be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen Skeels (715-452-
5444).

School Collections: The HLCW will again be collecting items for
areas schools. Items needed are underwear, sweatpants, and
leggings for boys and girls. There will also be a collection of school
supplies. Iltems can be place in the narthex.

Cookie Walk: The Cookie Walk will take place on Saturday,
December 7. Members of Hope are asked to bake five dozen or
more home baked cookies or Scandinavian pastries. Volunteers
are also needed to help with set-up and working the day of the
event. Sign-up sheets will be available in the narthex. If you are
unable to bake, please consider a donation of $10 or more to help
defray expenses. If you have questions about the Cookie Walk,
please contact Cindy Albus, Lisa Borman, Jackie Buchholz, or Dee
Peterson.

Thank You! The HLCW would like to say thank you to everyone
who helped with or attended the Fall Dinner in October.

Youth Ministry

Operation Christmas Child: We will again be assembling boxes
for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. Boxes will be
packed on Sunday, November 3 following the worship service.
Lunch will be provided.

Donuts & Devotions: Youth are invited for donuts & devotions on
Sunday, November 17 at 10:15am in the upstairs youth room.



Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities

Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on
Sunday, November 17 at 10:30am in the Fireside Room. The book
for November is Two From Galilee by Marjorie Holmes.

Sunday Morning Study: The study on the book of Romans will
continue in the Fireside Room on Sundays, November 3, 10 & 24
at 10:30am.

Meal of the Month: The next Meal of the Month will take place on
Thursday, November 14 at 11:30am at Grandpa’s Pizza. This is an
opportunity for members of Hope to enjoy a meal and fellowship
while supporting a local business. Everyone is welcome. If you
would like to carpool, please see Kathy Ducommun.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Hope Lutheran Church will be holding the Community
Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November
28 with serving from 12:00noon-1:00pm. Deliveries to homebound
members of the community within five miles of the church will also
be available. To reserve a meal, please contact the church office
(715-532-7739) by noon on Monday, November 25.

MENU

Turkey, Dressing, Potatoes & Gravy,
Vegetables, Cranberry Sauce, Dinner Rolls,
Jell-o, Pies, and Beverages

It takes many hands to make this meal happen. Volunteers are
needed to provide food and money, help with cooking and clean-up,
and to deliver meals. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board
in the narthex. Questions? Contact Josi Hamilton (715-532-6052).
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“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18




All Saints’ Sunday

All Saints” Sunday, November 5, is a day set aside to remember our
Christian brothers and sisters who have been laid to rest. On that
day we will be especially remembering those from our church family
who have died since last All Saints Sunday by lighting a candle in
memory of each of these saints. Members of Hope will also have
an opportunity to light a candle in memory of loved ones.

Barbara Ann Stanton
September 23, 1937 — April 1, 2024

Priscilla Lorraine Barber
December 14, 1938 — October 13, 2024

Arnold Olson
March 31, 1948 — October 18, 2024

James Milton Stanton
March 24, 1936 — October 20, 2024

Food Pantry

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm and
Fridays 9:30-11:30am. Volunteers are needed Mondays,
November 4 & 18 at 9:15am to help unload the Feed My People
delivery and to stock shelves. If you have questions, please contact
Josi Hamilton (715-532-6052). Donations can be brought to the
church on Sunday mornings, during pantry hours, or dropped off in
the office during office hours. Monetary donations should be made
payable to the Hope Lutheran Food Pantry and placed in the
offering box or sent to the church.

Mission Statement

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples,
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve.

Vision Statement

The Hope Lutheran Church family seeks to form disciples of Jesus in our
daily relationships with Christ through weekly worship, daily prayer, and
empowering them to develop their spiritual gifts to serve God and others.




SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION

Due to the postponed October Council meeting, minutes of the
October Council meeting were not available in time for inclusion in
this newsletter. The following is a summary of action taken by
committees at their October meetings.

Congregational Care & Outreach: Eight people are patrticipating
in the current cycle of GriefShare. Training for those taking Holy
Communion to our homebound members was held in September.
Members of the committee attended the ICAA Back-to-School
event and shared information about the ministries of Hope Lutheran
Church. Next meeting: December 4 at 4:15pm.

Parish Education: No minutes submitted. Next meeting:
November 13 at 5:00pm.

Property: No minutes submitted. Next meeting: November 12 at
6:00pm.

Service & Fellowship: Will be collecting personal care items in
November to be distributed to Food Pantry clients. Planning a
caroling event in December. Next meeting: TBA.

Social Ministries: The September MANNA Meal served 52. The
food pantry served 156 families in September (46 new clients).
Local benevolence and Missions funds were designated for the
backpack food program and NALC Disaster Response. Next
meeting: November 12 at 4:00pm.

Stewardship & Finance: Discussed stewardship drive and
budgeting for 2025. Next meeting: November 12 at 5:30pm.

Worship & Music: Did not meet in October. Next meeting: TBA.

Youth Ministry: No minutes submitted. Next meeting: November 6
at 6:30pm.

Next Council Meeting: November 19 at 6:30pm.
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“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:3-4



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

3 Ushers  Jerry & Pat McEathron
Lector Aileen Tauchen
Comm. Asst. Dave Borman
Acolyte Violet Craker
10 Ushers Gordie & Bev Dukerschein
Lector Dukerschein
Comm. Asst. Dukerschein
Acolyte Addison Hulle
17 Ushers  Kathy Peterson, Aileen Tauchen
Lector Irene Titera
Comm. Asst. Irene Titera
Acolyte Blake Nyhagen
24 Ushers Bev Dukerschein, Aileen Tauchen
Lector Bonnie Billings
Comm. Asst. Bev Dukerschein
Acolyte

Worship Service Livestream

Worship services are livestreamed on YouTube each Sunday at
9:00am. You can access this livestream at YouTube.com. The
service is posted to the church's Facebook page following the
service. You do not need to subscribe to the church's YouTube
channel to watch but if you do, you will receive notifications when a
new video is posted. To watch a worship service live, visit
https://www.youtube.com/@hopelutheranchurchladysmit4042/stre
ams.


https://www.youtube.com/@hopelutheranchurchladysmit4042/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@hopelutheranchurchladysmit4042/streams
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(&;& Deadlines...

Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office
no later than noon on Wednesday. Items for the December
newsletter are due in the church office by Friday, November 15.

The preferred method of submission is via emall
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file. Items may also be left
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS and/or PHONE NUMBER?

If you have had a change in your mailing address, email or phone
number, please notify the church office of these changes. Also, in
an effort to improve communication we are seeking email
addresses for members of the congregation. If you would like to
have your email address added to the list, please send it to the
church office at hicladysmith@gmail.com.

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Christopher Martin
Church Secretary Bonnie Billings
Custodian Rosemary Warwick
Organists Lisa Borman
Karen Tappon
Terry Wedwick

Hope Lutheran Church
320 First St. S.
P.O. Box 184

Ladysmith, WI 54848

Church Phone: 715-532-7739
E-Mail Address: hicladysmith@gmail.com
Website: hlcladysmith.org
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